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RAMBLA  AND  BOUZA.  PRINTERS.  35  OBISPO  ST. 


Decrees  Nos,  917  and  918 


OF 


SEPTEMBER  21,  1908 

MODIFYING  CEIRT'AIN  A R T I C 1_ 


OK  TIIK 


ORGANIC  MlMCICAl  LAW  OF  MAY  20,  lOOS, 


AXI> 

lUCTATIXd  IM  LKS  ANP  INSTUrcTIONS  KOK  THK  K>!TAHLISHMKXr 
OF  Tiiv:  Ou<iAXir  MrxiciPAL  TjAW, 

THK  MrxiriFAL  Af’corxTixu  Law  Axr>  thk 
MrxiriPAL  Tax  Law  axd  Coklkctiox  PKorKDi'RK. 


J')eckee  No.  917. 

Havana.  Septvniber  21.st,  1908. 

AVherea.s.  the  final  provision  of  the  organic  mu- 
nicipal law,  promulgated  on  the  29th  of  May,  1908, 
provider  that  the  same  shall  take  effect  from  the 
date  on  which  the  mayors  and  councilmen  elected 
in  accordance  with  the  provi.sions  of  the  electoral 
law  of  April  1,  lt»08  shall  take  posse.ssion  of  tlieir 

offices. 

Whereas,  by  Decree  No.  914  of  the  17th  day 
of  September,  1908.  the  1st  day  October,  1908, 
has  been  fixed  for  such  taking  possession  by  the 
mavors  and  councilmen  elected  on  the  1st  of  August 
of  the  present  year. 

I,  Charles  E.  IMagoon.  Pr.ivishmd  Governor,  of 
Cuba,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  in  me  vested, 

Order  and  Decree; 

That  said  organic  mnnicii)al  law.  promulgated 
on  the  29th  of  i\Iay,  1908.  shall  commence  to  be  in 
force  on  the  said  1st  day  of  October.  1908,  which 
has  been  fixed  for  the  taking  posse.ssion  of  their 
offices  by  the  mayoi's  and  councilmen  elected  on 
August  1st,  ultimo;  each  one  of  the  city  councils, 
in  consequence  thereof,  meeting  in  session  on  said 
date,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  their  organization, 
in  accordance  with  law.  and,  this  having  been  done, 
the  respective  presidents  of  the  municipal  councils 
shall  call  said  councils  in  special  scission,  for  whatever 


• « 
» 


length  of  time  eousidered  necessary  until  the  estah- 
li.shment  of  the  new  regime  has  been  effected  with 
whatever  else  may  relate  thereto. 

Whereas,  some  douhls  have  arisen  with  re-pect 
to  certain  articles  of  the  .said  organic  municipal  law. 
the  following  amendments  thereto  are  hereby  made: 

1.  Article  104  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

All  municipal  ofticia  s and  employees  who  are 
O'ot  named  by  pojndar  election  shall  he  appointed 
iuid  removed  by  the  municipal  council,  as  prescrib- 
ed by  the  civil  service  law  and  the  provisions  of 
this  law;  but  the  mayor  shall  appoint  and  remove 

the  employees  of  his  office,  subject  to  the  same  pro- 
visions. 

“The  appointment  of  the  secretary  of  muni- 
cipal administration  and  officials  and  emplovees  of 
municipal  police  shall  be  made  upon  nomination  bv 

themavor.” 

« 

In  the  capital  of  the  Republic  a])pointments 
and  removals  in  the  [police  force,  as  well  as  the 
government  and  regulation  of  such  force,  shall  be 
in  accordance  with  the  present  laws  and  regulations 
in  force  upon  the  subject. 

2.  Article  lib,  first  paragraph,  is  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

“Every  municipality  shall  have  an  inalienable 
and  imprescriptible  ownership,  considered  as  pro- 
perty dedicated  to  public  use.  over  the  highways  and 
road.s  within  its  district,  except  those  of  the  .state 
and  prov'ince;  and  it  also  lias  the  same  over  the 
streets,  avenues,  promenades,  spiarei,  waterfronts, 
bridges,  fountains,  trees,  and  any  other  place  of 
public  usi*.  when  they  are  not  the  property  of  the 
state  or  prowince  or  suh.iect  to  private  ownership 
or  rights  under  a legal  conet.ssinn  and  not  cared  for 
by  these,  including  their  res{)ective  soil  and  .sub- 
soil when  the  latter  is  not  the  object  of  concession 
by  the  state  for  the  oiieration  of  mines.” 
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3.  Article  126.  section  4.  is  amended  to  noul 
ils  follows: 

‘‘With  regard  to  j)ul)lit'  roads,  urban  or  rural, 
except  of  the  state  and  provinces,  to  take  all  neces- 
sary steps  to  open,  (dose,  align,  broaden,  grac^le. 
change,  extend,  pave,  regulate  their  use,  remove 
obstructions  and  prevent  encroachments  thereon; 
and  al.so  with  respect  to  municipal  parks,,  sipiares. 
promenades,  bridges  and  other  pla(*cs  of  this  char- 
acter. alwa.vs,  providing  for  their  cleaning,  light- 
ing. sprinkling,  reimirs.  draining,  sidewalks,  sewers, 
and  everything  else  demanded  in  the  service  of  seen- 
ritv,  hvgioiio.  coiutort  and  oruauioiitatioii 

4.  Article  126.  section  18.  is  amended  to  read 
as  follows: 

“To  fix  the  precautions  to  be  ob  erved  by  rail- 
roads and  tramwa.vs  in  pa.ssing  through  streets  and 
to  regulate  the  si)eed  thereof  and  of  wagons,  carts, 
automobiles,  carriages  and  trucks,  and  all  kinds  of 
vehicles  within  urban  limits;  to  provide  regulations 
to  avoid  accidents  and  fires  from  locomotives,  and 
re<iuire  the  railroad  companies  to  coustruct,  if  neces- 
sary. viaducts  over  their  lines  at  streets  crossings: 
Provided,  that  if  what  is  provided  in  this  section  be 
also  ])rovided  for  or  shall  hereafter  be  provided  for 
in  the  railroad  jaw.  the  provisions  of  the  radroad 
law  shall  govern  and  control.” 

5.  Article  192  is  amended  so  that  the  words, 
in  Spanish,  “>e  atendera”  shall  read  “se  at  ndra  . 
in  order  to  conform  to  the  wiuds  “shall  conform 


English  co]).v. 

6.  Article  193  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
“Expomses  for  personnel  for  the  purpo.ses  of 
the  limitation  established  by  the  preceding  article, 
are  the  salaries  of  the  mayor,  the  .secretary  of  the 
municipal  admini.stratiou.  the  treasurer,  the  account- 
ant-auditor. the  other  heads  of  departments  and  the 
emjdo.V(H^s  of  their  res{)ective  despachos  and  offices. 


as  a’so  thovSe  of  tlie  offices  of  the  municipal  council 
ami  of  the  bariho  mayors,  and  the  employees  of 
their  offices,  without  includino'  the  salaries  of  the 
officials  and  employees  of  the  police  and  sanitary 
departments.” 

7.  Article  216.  paraga-aph  first,  is  amended  so 
that  in  the  latter  j)art  thereof  the  words  in  Spanish: 

se  declararan  shall  l)c : ”se  declaren”.  in  or.ler 
to  conform  to  the  words:  ”are  declared”,  which  are 
the  corresponding'  words  in  the  Engli-h  text. 

8.  Article  216.  section  7,  is  amended  hy  the 
addition,  after  its  first  paragraj)h.  of  the  following 
paragraph : 


“Companies  or  persons  furni.shing  gas.  electri- 
city or  any  other  public  service,  not  included  in 
any  other  express  iirovision  of  this  law,  shall  pay 
a tax  not  to  e.xceed  six  per  cent,  of  th(‘  net  proceeds.” 


b.  Article  216.  section  lo,  is  amended  to  read 
as  follows : 

“Tax  on  land  traisportation  industiies,  except- 
ing : 

la)  Railroads  owned  by  corporations  and  those 
for  use  of  the  public,  which  as  such,  pay  taxes  to 
the  state. 


(b)  Railroads  belonging  to  the  owners  of  estates 
and  operated  by  thnn  on  said  e-itates,  for  the  haul- 
ing of  their  own  products. 

(c)  Tramwa.vs  which  pay  taxes  to  the  state. 

“This  tax  shall  be  freely  regulated  by  the  mu- 
nicipal councils:  Provided,  that  the  tax  on  tram- 
ways, based  upon  either  the  unit  of  transportation 
or  upon  the  kilometer  of  track  operated,  shall  not 
excceel  fift.v  dollars  jier  each  kilometer  of  track 
o[)crated.  ’ ’ 

10.  Article  217  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

“Every  vacant  lot.  or  lot  upon  which  there 
is  a ruinous  building  shall  pay  a tax  to  the  muni- 
<'i[»aiity  at  a maximum  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  on 
the  estimated  income  value  of  the  land,  or  of  the 
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Ja.Kl  a„,I  ...  tlM-  '''»y 

preiudice  to  what  each  municipal  council  may  de  ide 
,s  to  the  form  and  tinn*  for  the  obligatory  building 

o;  vacant  lots  or  the  rebuilding  of  ruinous 

“This  tax  shall  not  lie  a -ses.se d against  ^aean 
lots  forming  part  of  new  snbdiusion>  (lA 
until  five  vears  after  such  subdivision  .shall 
been  approved  by  the  municipal  conn : il. 

11.  Article.  267,  lest  paragraph,  is  amended 

rtvul  iis  follows: 

ot  the  ex|.,.i'.se  of  eo.meetioi.s  he- 

,„-een  ee,ve..  a,„l  the  .s.«t  line  «f  I'''"'','''; 

sltall  l>e  a special  assessment  on  saK  |tiop  . 

viaed  that  where  iimdern  hmi.s,-  eminectio.is  with 

sewem  have  been  nnnle  in  aecer.lanee  with 
revniatinns  ami  nmler  the  instrnelmns  ami  | ei  is 

Sion  of  the  proper  sanitary  “ 

,.„„„eetions  extend  to  or  t.eyopd  the  Im  of  e^ 

s..,ver  that  may  he  thereafter  eons  rpeted  tin,  o 
neetioii  with  am-li  new  sewer  shall  I'C  mal  e 
,.„S,  ,0  property  nwners i tmt  that  » “ 

,„„dern  honse  eonnertion  does  -“'  yt;'''' 

the  line  ot  spell  new  sewer,  twn-tlnrds  nf  tin  i os 

• to  reach  the  new  .sewer 

• of  the  extension  neccs.s<ii  > to  lea 

shall  be  paid  by  the  projierty  owner. 

12.  The  additional  provision  is  amended 

Hs  follolws : 

“The  mnniei|.al  law  nf  Oetoher  2.  1«77,  exteml. 

ed  tn  the  Island  nf  Cnha  hy  Royal  1 

21  1878.  is  hereby  repealed  as  are  a o lei  ig 

provisions  governing  the  organization  a id  tnnctioa. 

of  mnnieipalities  or  referring  to  anthorizations  necajs^ 

.sarv  to  be  granted  by  the  central  power  oj  the 

p'vovincial  governor  to  the  municipality 

which  are.  opposed  to  the  prov, sums 

This  repeal  shall  not  pie.indicc  or  aftcct  any 
ciAit  aciuired  under  said  laws,  orilers.  decrees,  pro- 
visions or  regulations,  nor  the  validity  ot  an.x  act. 
suit  or  administrative  proceeding  or  prosecution 


II 


instituti'd  or  j>roseiMittHl  in  a(‘coi'(lane(‘  therewith, 
whic'h  shall  coiitiime  in  full  force  and  effect.  Ne- 
vertheleKs.  the  heai-ing  and  determination  of  proceed- 
in«r.s  .shall  conform,  as  far  as  {lossihle.  to  the  pro- 
visions of  tliis  law.” 

CHARLES  E.  :\rACxOOX. 

PrortsioiKil  (lorenior. 


* • 


i f 

< ly  t 


Dkckee  Xo.  hlS. 

Havana.  Septemher  21st.  IfHIS. 

AVhereas,  the  promnlju'ation  of  the  orjranic  mu- 
nicipal law.  the  mnnicip:el  accounting  law  and  the 
municipal  tax  law  involve  the  establishment  of  a 
tievv  regime  in  the  organization  as  well  as  in  flu* 
functions  of  the  muncipalities.  and  there  appears 
the  nece.ssity  of  drafting  tr:Misitory  provisions  whicli 
may  facilitate  to  the  greatest  degree  po.ssible  the 
passing  from  the  jiresent  order  of  things  to  the  new 
which  mu.sf  he  established. 

I.  ('harh*s  E.  Hagoon.  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
vested  in  me  as  Provisional  Governor  of  the  Rejui- 
i)lic. 

Order  axd  Decree 

the  following: 

1.  Each  municipality  shall  be  contined  during 
the  entire  course  of  the  present  fiscal  year  to  the 
ordinary  budget  which  it  may  have  made  and  which 
has  been  tinally  approved;  and  such  municipalities 
as  may  not  yet  have  their  budgets  approved  shall 
refrain  from  forming,  the  same  and  the  ordinary 
imdget  of  the  immediately  preceding  tiscal  year 
shall  remain  in  force,  iai  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  article  208  of  the  organic  munici]>al  law;  pi'ov- 
ide<L  that  within  the  dates  and  periods  fixed  in 
article  ISO  and  those  following  of  said  law.  theii' 
future  budgets  shall  be  formed,  and  the  lawful 
rev(*nues  authorized  for  the  municipalities  shall  be 
available  if  deemed  ne<‘essary  by  such  municipalities. 


< 


* » 


ill  aecordHiK-e  with  tlu*  aiitoiKmiy  which  they  have 
heen  lawfully  granted. 

2.  Each  municipality.  u|imi  perfecting  its  or- 
ganization under  the  organic  mnni<‘ipal  law,  shall 
immediately  [iroceed.  in  accordance  with  article  2d2 
of  said  law.  to  form  a spi'cial  hndget,  the  approval 
of  which  shall  follow  the  ]irovisions  of  said  law,  for 
the  ]nirposc  of  covei'in^  the  total  expensiC-  which  may 
ha\’e  h(‘cn  incurred  by  the  new  orijanization.  as  well 
as  an.v  otlu‘r  expenses  which  may  he  deemed  neces- 
sary or  proper.  And.  for  the  ]mr[)ose  of  eoveriti" 
said,  expenses,  the  sources  of  I'eveniie  may  be  availed 
of  which  are  ennmeiated  in  article  216,  sections  4, 
•d.  6.  11  and,  16.  and  artich‘s  217  and  21!)  con.iointl.v, 
of  said  law.  and  in  the  form  contained  in  article  2hS 
of  said  law.  shortening  as  much  as  possible  the  time 
for  the  desiiatch  of  this  hndpret.  in  view  of  what  is 
]irovided  in  the  2nd  parao'cajih  of  article  202. 

3.  The  total  amount  of  the  estimated  revmuies 


of  the  ordinary  hndjiet.  added  to  those  which  are 
t*stimated  in  the  special  hnilijet.  shall  serve  as  a 
basis  for  the  maximum  limit  which  tin'  approjiria- 
lion  may  reach,  which  may  have  lu'en  hxed  in  both 
budgets,  for  expenses  for  personnel,  for  the  pnr- 
po.se  of  the  provisions  of  article  162  of  the  orpinic 
municipal  law;  it  heinjr  clearlv  understood  that  all 
limitation  of  personnel  shall  be  considered  as  without 
retroactive  effect,  as  respc'cts  what  may  corresjiond 
to  the  hrst  (piaider  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  the 
lists  of  permanent  emjiloyees  hein^  nuKlified.  in 
conseipience.  and  the  statements  of  the  same  an- 
nexed to  the  budgets,  and.  when  necessary,  the  snr- 
))lns  which  anay  result  over  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriation  for  personnel  in  the  ordinary  budget 
and  that  which  must  serve  as  a limit  within  the 
jiroportion  above  mentioned,  shall  be  considered  as 
annulled  credits. 

4.  For  the  purpose  of  comjiliance  with  what  is 
hereinbefore  provided,  each  municipal  council  shall 


give  preference  to  the  aippointment  of  its  committee 
on  treasury  and  budget,  being  governeil  by  what  is 
established  in  artich*  72  and  concordant  artich^  of 
the  organic  law. 

5.  Correctional  judges  shall  turn  into  the  trea.s- 
ury  of  their  resjiective  municipal  districts,  from  the 
date  on  which  the  organic  municipal  law  takes  cf- 

. fiH't.  all  hues  which  they  may  impose  and  collect,  in 

compliance  with  the  jirovisions  of  article  216  of  the 
organic  municipal  law  and  with  the  exception  hxed 

; in  said  article,  and  a voucln*r  of  such  payment  shall 

be  issued  by  the  treasurer,  in  accordance  with  the 
foi'inalities  established  in  the  municipal  accountin.g 

' law. 

6.  For  the  purposes  of  the  contentious-admi- 
nistrative ajipeal  referred  to  in  aidicles  b)6.  266  and 
concordant  articles  of  the  organic  municipal  law. 
and  in  all  other  cases  wherein  it  is  established  that 
appeal  must  he  made  before  the  respective  audiencia. 
or  to  the  supreme  court,  it  shall  lx*  understood  that 
the  Havana  audiencia  is  referred  to  until  the  pro- 

, * mulgation  of  the  new  organic  law  of  the  judiciary. 

7.  The  present  secretaries  of  'municipal  councils 
shall  discontinue  in  such  office  as  soon  as  the  new 

• council  has  organized,  and  they  shall  continue  in 

their  other  functions  as  secretaries  of  the  municipal 
administration  until  such  date  as  the  municipal 

• council  may  determine. 

8.  As  .soon  as  each  mayor  who  was  elected 
August  1st.  ult..  shall  have  taken  posse.ssion  and 
taken  the  oath  of  office,  lu'  shall  oi'der  that  in  hi.s 
pre.senee  there  shall  be  held  an  extraordinary  vei-i- 
hcation  of  the  municijial  treasury,  and  a copy  of 
the  re[)ort  of  the  proceedings  resulting  therefrom 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  presideid  of  the  municipal 

* council,  without  prejudice  to  the  compliance  with 

the  .same  fornndity  each  time  that  the  operations  are 
performed  as  fixed  in  article  43  of  the  municipal  ac- 

* counting  law.  The  accounts  shall  be  immediately 

t 


* 


<‘l()sed  Hiul  tin*  hainiKM*  varried  forward  to  the  new 
aeeounts. 

!>.  At  the  same  time  the  mayor  shall  order 
th:;t  the  treasnrei-  shall  proreed  to  mak(‘  up  the  bal- 
jmce  sheet  referred  to  in  the  seeoud  paragraph  of 
llie  aforementioned  article  4:-!.  a copy  of  whic-h  shall. 

as  soon  as  made,  he  forwarded  to  the  pivsident  of 
the  munieipal  eouneil. 

Id.  The  tirst  aeeonnt  to  he  rend(*red  by  the? 
innnieipal  treasurer  shall  he  from  the  dat<*  on  which 
the  organic*  municipal  law  takes  effect  to  the  80th 
of  June.  lf)()9.  inclusive,  and  it  shall  be  acc(mii)anied 
by  a^  copy  of  the  proceedings  for  the  extraordinary 
veritication  jmovided  for  in  article  8 of  this  Decree, 
a copy  of  the  ordinai-y  and  special  budgets  and  the 
balance  sheet  of  the  tax  collections. 

11.  As  s(K>n  as  possible  after  the  organic  muni- 
cipal law  takes  effect  and  not  later  than  January  l.st. 
in0‘).  the  work  of  the  formation  of  the  regi.sters  of 
territorial  wealth,  referred  to  in  article  15  and 
concordant  articles  of  the  municipal  tax  l:nv.  shall 
be  convmenced  in  each  municipality  and  shall  be 
finished  by  the  80th  of  .June  of  the' same  year;  for 
which  purpo.se  the  mayor  shall,  at  the  proper  time, 
issue  the  nece.ssary  orders  and.  until  the  new  a.sse.ss- 
ments  are  made,  the  present  :wses.sment  shall  con- 
tinue. witlnnit  prejudice  to  taking  up.  in  the  latter, 
the  changes  which,  on  account  of  increa.ses  and 
decreases,  may  be  pro])er  in  accor;lance  with  articles 

28.  26  and  27  .-Mid  concordant  articles  of  the  la.st 
mentioned  law. 

The  present  commercial  licenses  .shall  also  con- 
tinue in' force,  with  the  exception 'which  may  occur 
from  increases  and  decreases,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  title  IT  of  said  law.  and  always  upon 
the  basis  th:;t.  within  the  hi-st  ten  days  of  the  month 
of  Man'll.  1909.  compliance  with  the  new  distribu- 
tion of  quotas  as  provided  in  article  76  of  the  said  ’ 
law  of  ta.xation  shall  be  commenced. 


r 


12.  For  the  purjio.ses  of  the  collection  of  the 
tax  ujK)ii  vacant  lots  referred  to  in  article  217  of  the 
<irganic  municijial  law.  in  relation  to  article  8.  sec- 
tion 4 and  concordant  articles  of  the  law  of  munic- 
ipal taxation,  there  shall  he  taken  as  the  rate  of 
valuation  of  each  lot.  the  dwdaration  in  the  assess- 
ments. maintaining  thus  the  situation  until  the  new 
regi.sters  of  territorial  wealth  are  forim-il  and  ap- 
proved. without  prejudice  to  the  increa.ses  which 
mav  occur  from  lots  which  do  not  appear  as  de<'lai‘ed. 

18.  For  the  purpose  of  the  tax  upon  the  trans- 
fer of  cattle,  referred  to  in  section  4 of  article  216 
of  the  organic  municipal  law.  in  relation  with  ar- 
ticles 128  ami  124  of  the  municipal  t x law.  the 
municijial  ('ouncil.  in  obedience  to  sei-tion  2 of  ar- 
ticle 1(11  of  the  organic  munici|)al  law.  shall  com- 
municate to  the  mayor  what  it  has  resolved,  in  order 
that  tile  latter  may  take  the  [n’ojier  measures,  in  ac- 
I'ord-Mice  with  the  jirovisions  of  the  aforementioned 
articles  of  the  municijial  tax  law. 

14.  For  the  purjio.se  of  the- tax  upon  tloating 
industries  and  navigation  referred  to  in  section  5 of 
article  216  of  the  organic  municipal  law.  in  relation 
to  article  12-i  and  concordant  articles  of  the  niunic- 
ij):;l  tax  law.  eai'h  mayor,  in  whose  ilistrict  there 
inay  exist  such  industries,  shall  nspiest  the  resjiect- 
ive  collet'tor  of  customs  and  the  latter  shall  forward 
directly,  in  the  shortest  jiossible  time,  a certihed 
statement  of  all  that  is  exjiri'.ssi'd  in  the  .said  munic- 
ijial  tax  law.  as  well  as  any  oth(*r  information  which 
the  m:;yor  may  deem  jiroper  to  reiiuest  and  without 
jirejudice  to  what  is  established  in  article  180  and 
concordant  articles. 

rile  tax  sjiecitied  in  the  jm'ceding  jiaraaTajih 
shall  replaci'  tin*  tonnage  dues  jiayable  to  tin*  .state 
for  the  industries  referred  to.  which  tonnage  dues 
shall  ce.i'se  when  the  municijial  tax  in  lieu  thereof 
becomes  effective. 

!•).  Tjie  proceedings  in  cast's  of  coinjiubsory 
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collection,  in  the  condition  in  which  they  are  found 
on  the  (late  of  the  taking  effect  of  the  munieipal 
tax  law.  shall  be  ajusted  to  the  provisions  of  title 
JV  of  the  said  tax  law.  and,  in  respect  to  surcharges, 
only  the  new  ones  established  in  said  law  shall  be 
ai)plied,  ii<iuidating  up  to  date  the  surcharges  of  the 
lonnei*  law,  in  each  one  of  the  cases  which  may  have 
been  legally  proceeded  with.  In  respect  to  receipts 
j>ending  coHeedion  for  cases  wlnu’ein  j)ro(*e(dings  for 
<'0'inpulsory  collection  have  not  been  initiated,  the 
latter  shall  be  initiated  in  -accordance  with  the  ])rov- 
isions  of  the  new  law. 


16.  The  municij>al  council  of  Havana  shall,  in 
pui*suance  of  the  provisions  (»f  article  124  of  the 
organic  jminici])al  law.  ajypoint  a sj>ecial  <'Oinanittee, 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  assuni])tion  of  office  by 
the  officials  elected  August  1,  1908,  for  the  purpose 
of  conferring  with  the  Provisional  Governor,  or  his 
rej)ivs(mtative  appointed  for  the  purpose,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  an  agreennent  as  to  the  pro])ortion  of 
expenses  to  be  bonie  by  said  niunicipality  for  the 
sanitation,  police  force  and  maintenance  of  public 
ordei*.  and  foi*  everything  ptndaining  to  eml)ellish- 
ment.  hygiene  and  progress  in  general;  the  initia- 
tion and  execution  of  the  public  works  which  the 
goveniment  may  demn  advisable,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  services  which  the  government  may 
(‘onsider  necessary,  in  and  for  the  said  munici|)ality 
of  Havana;  and  upon  the  fixing  of  the  [rroportion 
of  the  ex|)(‘ns(^s  to  be  l)oi*ne  by  said  municipality  in 
the  mannei'  and  form  pi*ovided  by  article  124  of  the 
organic  mnniidi)al  law,  said  propmdion  of  such  ex- 
j)enses  shall  l)e  taken  up  in  a special  l)udget;  and, 
until  the  said  proporti<m  is  established,  tho  expendi- 
tures for  the  aforesaid  purposes  shall  be  paid  in  the 
same  fonn  as  at  the  prestmt  time. 

The  (diarges  corivsponding  to  the  municipality 
of  Havana  foi*  said  works  and  services  shall  be  made 
against  said  -municipality  by  the  jiroper  departments 


of  state,  and  statement  of  the  same  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  mayor  and  the  president  of  the  Jiiiiuic- 
ij)al  council  for  proper  action. 

17.  The  necessarv  books  and  blanks  for  the  use 

k, 

of  the  ‘muniyii)alities,  as  provided  in  the  organic  nin- 
nhdpal  law;  the  'iiinnicipal  tax  law  and  the  iiinnic- 
ipal  accounting  law.  shall  he  ordered  by  the  go- 
veruineiit  to  he  j)rinted  and  bound  forthwith,  at 
the  expense  of  the  national  treasury,  and  shall,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  he  forwai-ded  to  the  iiiayoi’s  of 
the  r(*si)ective  iminicii)alities.  in  order  that  the 
incoming  .administrations  may  open  their  accounts 
iijx)!!  the  day  the  organic  municipal  law  takes  effe<d. 
Such  expense  shall  l)e  charged  against  the  respwtive 
munici])alities  on  tin*  hooks  of  the  national  treasuiw, 
and  the  amounts  theiamf  shall  l)e  included  hv  the 
]'(‘spcctivc  muiiicipf)liti(\s  in  the  first  sptHMcl  or  re- 
gular budget  approved  after  the  organic  'municipal 
law  tak(‘s  effect,  and  such  amounts  shall  l>e  im- 
im\liat(dy  refunded  to  the  national  treasury.  The 
amounts  necessary  for  such  j)rinting  and  l)inding 
are  hereby  appro]>riated  from  any  funds  in  tlie 
treasni-y  not  otherwist*  appi*o|u*iat(Nl.  and  tlie  Acting 
8(M'retai*y  of  the  Treasury  is  charged  with  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  the  pivi-eding  jiaragraph. 

All  a<c(‘Oiints  shall  be  (do.sed  and  balancaxi  on 
the  day  before  this  law  talons  effect  and  the  balanciN 
shall  be  <-an*ied  forwai'd  to  tlie  new  books.  The 
provision  i*egarding  'A*(‘sultas”  shall  not  apply  to 
such  lialaneing  and  transfer  of  aceounts. 


(TIAWLK8  K.  HAGOOX. 
ProvKshmal 
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